The persistence of sister-chromatid exchange frequencies in men occupationally exposed to vinyl chloride monomer.
The persistence of sister-chromatid exchange frequencies in a population occupationally exposed to the well known chemical mutagen vinyl chloride monomer was studied. It was shown that increased values of sister-chromatid exchange frequencies were still present in the lymphocytes of workers who had not been exposed for 8-120 days and retired persons for 5-10 years after exposure. The possible ability of vinyl chloride monomer alkylating metabolites to cause long-lasting damage of the DNA molecule is discussed.